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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITORS

Dear Members,

The ZSSA Council took the decision to streamline the format of our
society's newsletter, the Aardvark. This 'new look' newsletter will not
only be shorter but also include photographs, and in keeping with
modern trends, will be distributed electronically via email and will be
available for download from the ZSSA website
(http://www.zssa.co.za). Given that the Aardvark did not appear last
year, we have included important news from 2005 such as profiles of
the medal winners. We have also included profiles of this year’s
award winners, a 'Focus on..." section where we will take a look at the
work and careers of various zoologists in South Africa. Additionally,
there will be a section for student matters, conference adverts as well
as institutional and outreach news. The response to our call for
contributions has been overwhelming, and we hope that this
enthusiasm will continue in the future. We hope that you enjoy the
feel of this new bumper edition of the Aardvark. Happy reading....

Carol Simon and Bettine van Vuuren

ZSSA COUNCIL, 2006 & 2007

Conrad Matthee (President), Nigel Bennett (Immediate Past
President), Michelle Hamer (Vice-president), Sarita Maree
(Secretary), Colleen Downs (Treasurer), Charles Griffiths & Gary
Bronner (Journal editors), Carol Simon & Bettine van Vuuren
(Aardvark editors), Bill Bateman (SAQA), Paul Grobler (Careers),
Justin O'Riain & Martin Whiting (Marketing), Berndt Janse van
Rensburg & Belinda Reyers (Biodiversity), Peter Taylor (Archives),
André Vosloo (Conference convener) and Daniel Parker (Student
representative).

MESSAGE FROM THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
By Dan Parker (g98p6036@campus.ru.ac.za)

At the last ZSSA conference in Grahamstown, | was elected as the
student representative of the ZSSA Council for 2006/2007. | would
like to take this opportunity to tell you a little bit more about me and
my role as your student representative.

I am currently registered for a PhD at Rhodes University and my
thesis is aimed at assessing how elephant foraging affects the
vegetation types of the Eastern Cape Province and how this
influences the other animals and physical ecosystem processes that
rely on the vegetation. Elephants are recognised as keystone
herbivores in African savannas. Elephants are the largest land
mammals, and consequently require large amounts of forage per day
(~300kg for males). This, coupled with the fact that they are
extremely wasteful feeders, means that they can have profound
effects on the ecosystems they inhabit. These effects can have a
powerful cascading effect through an ecosystem.



This work has important  conservation
implications. The pattern of land use in the
Eastern Cape Province continues to change
rapidly from agriculture and livestock farming to
wildlife ranching and eco-tourism. This change in
land use has promoted the conservation of
species that were once locally extinct and the
biodiversity of the region. However, in man
instances, relatively small areas (from 10km®)
have been fenced and elephants have been re-
introduced. The effect of restricting the movement
of elephants has the potential to result in a
complete collapse of the vegetation. Therefore, a
conflict exists; although wildlife ranches may
contribute towards the conservation of biodiversity
by releasing the land from past agricultural
practices, the re-introduction of elephants to these
enclosed areas could potentially counteract the
positive effects they have for conservation.

As student representative on the ZSSA Council
my job is to liaise between you, the student body,
and the Council on matters pertaining to student
members. To date | have attended one full, face-
to-face Council meeting on your behalf. An email
distribution list has been set up with the help of
Wayne Delport and Sarita Maree and the student
members of the society have been canvassed for
opinion on matters such as the Lawrence Award.
The distribution list will be used in the future to
keep students informed as to conferences,
important ZSSA events and any Council decisions
that are pertinent. Keep a close eye on your
email!

2005 MEDAL WINNERS

Albert Stefanus van Jaarsveld wins 2005 Gold
Medal

Albert van Jaarsveld
received his award
at the 32" Confer-
ence held at a dinner
gala in Grahams-
town on the 15"
July, 2005. Professor
van Jaarsveld has
built up an enviable
reputation over the
years for his contri-
butions in three main
areas of biological

L~ E= science. Firstly, his
outstanding publication record (99 papers or
chapters in books of which two papers are in
Science and two in Nature); secondly, his
leadership in transforming the field of biodiversity
and long-term ecological management in this
country; and thirdly his exemplary role in training

students. Twenty six MSc or PhD students have
graduated under his supervision, many of whom
have secured academic positions at South African
institutions.

Indalo, winner of the Corporate Award

At the ZSSA
conference dinner
Angus Sholto-
Douglas accepted
the ZSSA Corp-
orate Award on
behalf of Indalo.
Indalo (‘pure nature'
in  Xhosa) was
formed in 2002 and
is an association of
private nature reserves in the Eastern Cape
Province. It comprises 12 members and is now
responsible for the conservation of 145000 ha of
land. The organization fosters a pattern of land-
use that is ethically acceptable and is conducive
to social responsibility, biodiversity preservation
and ecologically sound wild area management on
privately owned land. The 2005 ZSSA Corporate
Award to Indalo recognizes the fact that they
have, over the last five years, supported research
and postgraduate training (especially at Rhodes
University and the University of Port Elizabeth
(now NMM University). The support has included
financial support in the form of a scholarship from
Kwandwe, and infrastructural support including
the provision of vehicles, fuel, guides and game
guards while on the reserves. They have therefore
contributed to the development and training of
skilled manpower and have created research
opportunities that have generated knowledge that
is of broad interest while at the same time
answering  specific questions for reserve
managers.

2006 WINNERS

Charles Llewellyn Griffiths wins 2006 Gold
Medal

Charles Griffiths, a
leader in the field
of marine biology,
was awarded the
ZSSA Gold Medal
for 2006. Prof.
Griffiths hails from
the University of
# | Cape Town and is

\ 8 a member of the
NRF-DST Centre of Excellence for Invasion
Biology. His expertise is taxonomy as well as
intertidal and subtidal ecology. He has also made



a substantial contribution to the fields of
zoogeography and biodiversity. Apart from
training more than 50 postgraduate students he
has contributed significantly to the scientific
literature. To date, Charles has published 125
research papers, 35 popular articles, 4 books and
8 book chapters. The prominent role he plays in
southern African marine biology is recognized
through several recent appointments including
“Leader of the marine section of the South African
Coastal Management Policy Programme”. Charles
is also an executive member of the International
Association for Biological Oceanography.

Warwick Rowe Tarboton wins 2006 Stevenson
Hamilton Award
Warwick has had an
abiding interest in
natural history and a
particular passion for
birding since he was a
teenager. After several
years in the ceramic
industry he returned to
ornithology and obtained
a PhD in zoology from
Wits University. Warwick
has 20 years of service
as ornithologist with the
nature conservation directorate of the former
Transvaal Province. In this time he was
instrumental in establishing conservation areas for
endangered species such as the Wattled Crane
and Blue Swallow. He has been a member of the
Southern African Ornithological Society since
schooldays, and served on its council for 10 years
and its rarities committee for 9 years; in 1996 he
was awarded the society's Gill Memorial Medal
‘for services to ornithology south of the Zambezi'.
He is also a member of several national and
international associations and societies. Warwick
has authored or co-authored several books,
including the popular SASOL field guide to
southern African birds. He is least partial to
seabirds, and getting seasick has kept his
southern African bird list well below 800, but he
does hold (with three other birders) the now 9-
year old South African record for the most bird
species seen in a day (320).

Belinda Reyers (Best Emerging Young Woman
Scientist)

Belinda, a council member of the ZSSA, was
named the Best Emerging Young Woman
Scientist at the Women in Science awards
ceremony held on 4 August 2006. This particular
award had been earmarked for any young female
scientist who has contributed to the advancement
of science and building of the knowledge base

within the Life
Sciences. Dr Monique
Zaahl from the
University of Stellen-
bosch was the joint
winner of this category.
The Women in Science
awards are hosted and
organised by DST on
an annual basis with
the aim of celebrating women in science. Belinda
heads up the Biodiversity Research Group at the
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) in Stellenbosch. Her research focuses on
the condition and conservation of biodiversity and
its links with human wellbeing. She specialises in
conservation planning which involves identifying
priority areas for conservation action and
integrating information on biodiversity and
ecosystem service delivery into land use plans.
She is a Fellow of the Zoological Society of
London and sits on the South African National
Biodiversity Institute’s Science Programs Advisory
Committee.

INSTITUTIONAL NEWS

National Museum, Bloemfontein
By Nico Avenant (Mammalogy)
(navenant@nasmus.co0.za)

The zoologists at the National Museum (NMB)
have been exceptionally busy over the last 12-18
months.

Newly appointed scientists and research
assistants include Dr Jennifer Botha (Department
of Palaeontology), Lizel Hugo (Department of
Acarology), Riana Scholtz and Sonnika Otto
(Department of Entomology). Dr Daryl Codron has
been appointed as the NMB's first post-Doc,
collaborating with Dr James Brink from the
Department of Quarternary Research (Project
title: Late Pleistocene landscape and biological
evolution in the Southern African interior).

A number of collaborative research projects
between scientists from the NMB, the University
of the Free State (UFS), the Central University of
Technology (CUT) and scientists from the
Department of Tourism, Environmental and
Economic Affairs, Free State (DTEEA-FS) have
been launched. Many of the NMB scientists are
involved with the UFS and CUT as lecturers,
supervisors and co-supervisors of Honours,
Masters and Doctoral students, whilst three of our
scientists have been awarded Research
Associateships at the UFS.



Researchers of the Museum also contributed at a
number of conferences this year; these include
the International Mammalogical Congress (IMC9),
the Zoological Society of Southern Africa
Conference (ZSSA), the International Conference
on Rodent Biology and Management, the 12"
International Congress of Acarology, the
Gondwana 12 Palaeontological Meeting, the
South African Museums Association Conference
(SAMA 69), the Conference of the Southern
African Society for Quarternary Research
(SASQUA XVI), as well as at the 5" World
Congress of Herpetology. Several workshops
have also been attended this year, e.g. the
Management Plans for the Free State Province
Provincial Nature Reserves workshop, the Maluti
Drakensberg Transfrontier Project, the National
Workshop on the Holistic Management of Human-
wildlife Conflict in South Africa, the 56" Annual
Acarology Summer Program at Ohio State
University, and the SAFRING National Bird
Ringing Workshop. The Museum, in collaboration
with the UFS, presented the 8" Congress of the
African Arachnology Society. In addition, more
than 10 publications, in accredited journals, have
been published since April 2005, and more are in
press.

Scientists who graduated during this period are:
James Brink (Department of Quarternary
Research - Ph.D., University of Stellenbosch),
Daryl Codron (Department of Quarternary
Research - Ph.D., University of Cape Town),
Riana Scholtz (Department of Entomology -
M.Sc., University of the Free State) and Wanda
Kaiser (Department of Mammalogy - Masters in
Environmental Management, University of the
Free State).

Durban Natural Science Museum
By Peter John Taylor (petert@durban.gov.za)

In December
2005, the Durban
Natural Science
Museum moved
its vertebrate
collections  and
part of it library
holdings to its
new Research
Centre in Old Fort Road, a beautifully restored
Tudor-style building (see picture). Invertebrates
will follow during a second phase of building. The
new building provides vastly improved modern
and spacious collection rooms, offices, a library
and auditorium. Before its official opening in
March 2006, the Research Centre was visited by
Professor Philip Tobias, whose passion for
anthropology and archaeology was fuelled by his

visits as a school boy to the Museum’s displays.
Our three scientists remain active. Our newest
appointment (in August 2005) is Entomologist,
Kirstin Williams, an MSc Graduate of Rhodes
University (supervised by Professor Martin Villet).
With her background in Forensic Entomology, she
will develop a Forensic Entomology Laboratory at
the Research Centre, a first for KZN. She is
already working with local pathologists and
recently attended the 46th Conference of the
Federation of South African Societies of
Pathology in Durban. Ornithologist, David Allan
remains active on several fronts, including
monthly surveys of Durban Bay waterbirds (this
project is in its eight year), surveys of Bearded
and Cape Vultures in Lesotho, and involvement in
the Province’s Avian Influenza Action Committee.
Mammalogist, Peter Taylor's involvement in the
EU-funded “RatZooMan” (Rodent Zoonosis
Management) project is reaching completion; he
presented data on disease prevalence in Durban
rats and humans at a final workshop at Pestana
Kruger Lodge in May 2006. Research on Otomys
(vlei rat) systematics continues, with a USA visit to
measure collections in June 2006, and ongoing
field work and collaboration with Drs Victor
Rambau (US) and Sarita Maree (UP). Peter
continues his involvement in bats and BatskKZN,
with a booklet on “Bats in Roofs” in press, and
participation (with Woody Cotterill and Ara
Monadjem) in a Museum-based atlas of south-
central African bats.

University of Cape Town
By Justin O’Riain (joriain@botzoo.uct.ac.za

The UCT Zoology Department welcomes a new
Freshwater Biologist, Dr Cecile Reed, and
prepares to say goodbye to one of its Marine
biology stalwarts, Professor John Field. John
leaves on the high of having received the ASLO
John Martin Award for the most influential paper
published in aquatic science in the past decade.
The department continues be the top performer in
the Science Faculty with respect to publications
per staff member and boasts a thriving post-
graduate cohort. The Percy-Fitzpatrick institute
has attained the status of an NRF Centre of
Excellence and has initiated many exciting new
research projects that can be viewed on their
website. Prospective students will be interested
to know that the department offers a new taught
masters course in Aquatic Sciences (Marine and
Freshwater) to add to the already highly
successful Conservation Biology taught masters
course. The terrestrial wing of the department
has strengthened substantially in the last five
years with current research projects ranging from
a variety of invertebrates to baboons, bats, seals,
porcupines, moles and wild dog. The Zoology



department at UCT prides itself with a history of
research excellence and welcomes you to its new
updated website for further information
http://www.zoology.uct.ac.za.

University of Pretoria
By Sue Nicolson (swnicolson@zoology.up.ac.za)
http://www.up.ac.za/academic/zoology

The Department
of Zoology and
Entomology bid
farewell to Prof
Johan du Toit,
the director of its
Mammal Res-
earch Institute
(MRI), who took
up a position as
head of the
Department  of
Forest, Range
and Wildlife
Sciences at
Utah State
University. Prof Elissa Cameron was welcomed as
the new MRI director. A major departmental
publication was the 3™ edition of the “Mammals of
the Southern African Subregion” (see picture),
and other significant publications included a paper
in Nature by Prof Nigel Bennett, Dr Mike
Scantlebury and Ms Marietjie Oosthuizen, and
one in Science whose authors included Ryan
Johnson. Prof Clarke Scholtz, Prof Rudi van
Aarde, and Prof Sue Nicolson were awarded
exceptional achiever awards by the University,
while Dr Peter Best was awarded the Gilchrist
Memorial Medal. Prof Rudi van Aarde was elected
Fellow of the Royal Society of South Africa, while
Prof Nigel Bennett was appointed to the Austin
Roberts Chair of Mammalogy. A number of staff
members continue to serve on various national
and international committees. Prof Chris
Chimimba has been appointed as an Associate
Editor for the Journal of Mammalogy. On the
student front, Dr Alison Lubisi was awarded the
Junior Captain Scott Medal for the best MSc
dissertation. Craig Tambling was awarded the
Southwood prize by the British Ecological Society
for his paper, co-authored with Prof Johan du Toit,
in the Journal of Applied Ecology, Bernard
Coetzee was selected to participate in the
Tropical Biology Association programme in
Kenya. At the April graduation, 8 of 22 PhD
graduates in Biological Sciences were from the
department (Halszka Hrabar, Rob Guildemond,
Lindie Janse van Rensburg, Shelley Johnson,
Magdel Mellet, Rob Morley, Jane Olwoch and
Marie Warren). In addition, the department hosted

the world-known primatologist, Dr Jane Goodall
who gave a public lecture at the University.

Stellenbosch University
By Bettine van Vuuren

The Department of Botany and Zoology,
Stellenbosch University has been a hub of activity
on all fronts. During 2005, the department was
credited with no less than 81 research
publications. Prof Steven Chown was appointed
as Chief Officer for the SCAR Standing
Committee on the Antarctic Treaty System. He
was also nominated for the National Science and
Technology Forum prize for scientific contributions
over the past 5 years. Prof Dave Richardson
became the first African recipient of the
prestigious Swiss Hans Sigrist prize. It is also the
first time that this prize is awarded to an ecologist.
Dr Savel Daniels was appointment to the
International Council for Science Panel on Priority
Area Assessment on Capacity Building in
Science. Prof Conrad Matthee was elected as the
president of the ZSSA. Profs Le Fras Mouton and
Hannes van Wyk and Ms Mandi Alblas were
instrumental in organizing the 5th World Congress
on Herpetology. Dr Bettine van Vuuren became
the first woman ever to act as chief shore-based
scientist during the 2006 Marion Island Relief
Voyage. Profs Steven Chown and Albert van
Jaarsveld were elected as Fellows of the Royal
Society. The Rector’'s annual award for Research
Excellence was awarded to Prof van Jaarsveld
with Ms Mandi Ablas receiving the same accolade
for Exceptional Service.

On the personnel front we bid farewell to four
members of our teaching staff (Drs Betty Marais,
Piet Voster, Jeff Watts and Willie Sirgel) who
retired at the end of 2005. Dr Rauri Bowie also
leaves us to take up a position at the University of
California, Berkley. The department gained two
new personnel in the presence of Drs Nox
Makunga  and Victor Rambau. Other
developments include the return of Dr Savel
Daniels from a post doc at Brigham Young
University, and Ms Natasha Kruger's appointment
as Science Liaison Officer in the Ellerman
Resource Centre.

The Department of Botany and Zoology's
outreach arm, the Ellerman Resource Centre
(ERC) has also been extremely busy. Seventy-
two microscopes were donated to twelve schools
in the Western Cape. Many teachers have already
started planning lessons to incorporate
microscope work. Stellenbosch  University's
SunZone classroom has also felt the impact of the
ERC who teamed up with the Student
Recruitment Office and several other departments



to develop a SunZone programme that focuses on
maths and its applications in biology, physics and
chemistry. The Centre for Invasion Biology has
also implemented the “limbovane: Exploring
South African Biodiversity and Change” outreach
project which sees Grade 10 students learning
about biodiversity in their immediate surroundings.
This project was made possible through funding
from the Darwin Initiative and a University of
Sheffield/Stellenbosch University partnership. To
find out more about limbovane visit:
www.sun.ac.za/iimbovane

For more on the Department, visit
www.sun.ac.za/botzoo

A FOCUS ON...

Prof. Alan Hodgson, PhD, DSc (Manchester):
ZSSA PRESIDENT 2002-2003
By Carol Simon

Prof. Alan Hodgson is
a master at multi-
tasking. He is head of
the Department of
Zoology and Ento-
mology and Academic-
in-Charge of the
Electron  Microscopy
Unit at Rhodes
University. In addition,
he has a full lecture
load while supervising
undergraduate and post-graduate students and a
post-doctoral researcher. Over the years Alan
has built up a reputation in the fields of marine
and invertebrate biology, focussing mainly on
invertebrate gametogenesis, gamete structure
and function, invertebrate reproduction, molluscan
biology, systematics and evolution of limpets and
other gastropods and the sustainable utilization of
marine and estuarine invertebrate resources. He
has also been involved in research into
reproductive biology of dolphins, cicadas and
crustaceans. This research has resulted in the
publication of about 100 peer-reviewed journal
articles, one book, three book chapters, popular
articles and numerous conference presentations.
And so that he doesn't ever get bored, Alan also
collaborates with researchers in institutions as
varied as the Ben Gurion University in Israel, the
University of Maine in the USA and the Marine
Biology Association, UK.

RESEARCH NEWS

What do stressed and obese people have in
common with black rhinos in captivity?

By Elizabeth V. Berkeley"' and Wayne L.
Linklater'

school of Biological Sciences, Victoria University of
Wellington,

P.O. Box 600, Wellington 6005, New Zealand, > Centre
for African Conservation Ecology, Nelson Mandela
Metropolitan University, Port Elizabeth, South Africa.

It appears that the combo of super-sized diets and
stress can have just as deleterious consequences
for populations of rhinos as for humans. In our
efforts to conserve the endangered black rhino, a
new problem has emerged that will eventually
reduce population growth rates in the medium-
term: after translocating rhinos extremely low
numbers of female calves are born, particularly for
females that were captured pregnant. Abnormally
low numbers of female births severely limit the
long-term population growth because current
breeding females are not replaced.

Recent scientific and technological advances
provide the means to investigate this serious
problem. High levels of circulating glucose in the
mother are known to cause the death of female
embryos in mice and cattle. Stress and excessive
nutrition both cause high glucose levels. Stress is
an inevitable consequence of animal capture,
translocation and release into a new reserve or
captive institution. Moreover, when a rhino arrives
in captivity it tends to be fed a more concentrated
diet than it ate in the wild and rhinos released into
new reserves initially have preferred foods in
abundance. Therefore, we suggest that early
female embryo death in rhinoceros may result
from stress and/or dietary super-sizing with
translocation.

In a new project supported by the International
Rhino Foundation we propose using technologies
developed for human diabetics to investigate the
effects of stress and nutrition on glucose levels
and calf sex in free-ranging and captive
rhinoceros. This season, in collaboration with
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, we are measuring blood
glucose levels and faecal corticosteroid
metabolites (as evidence of stress) in black rhinos



from local reserves through the translocation and
release process.

We hope to make recommendations about how to
reduce early female embryo death in the
rhinoceros and other endangered species that
also show male-biased births after translocation
perhaps by knowing when it is safe to translocate
pregnant rhinos and/or what diets increase female
embryo survival.

Stink Bug Sauté
By Cathy Dzerefos, PhD student,

Animal, Plant and Environmental Sciences, Wits
University

Entomophagy, the eating
of insects, occurs world-
wide in  Africa, Asia,
Australia and the Americas
and has nutritional benefits
particularly to those that
have no other source of
protein. The consumption
of Encosternum delego-
rguei the edible stink bug
(see picture for clumps of
bugs that form in sunny wind-sheltered positions)
may seem very strange but is a sought after
delicacy by South Africa’s northern most ethnic
group, the Venda (Limpopo Province) and is even
imported from Zimbabwe and Mozambique to
supply the Thohoyandou market. Price can vary
from R 5 (air-dried product) to R 15 (special order
of live insects). The most widely used name is
Thongolifha but it is also called Tsonéndé meaning
“he farts, he is fat” in Bushbuckridge or Podile
which is a se Pedi generic term for all stink bugs.
Zimbabweans also consider it a delicacy and
know it as Harurwa.

The major harvesting areas in South Africa are
around the Modjadji Cycad Reserve and
Thohoyandou in Limpopo but the bug is also
collected in Mariepskop and Salique Forests in
Mpumalanga. The adults aggregate during the
winter (May to August) on riverine vegetation,
woodlands, orchards, gum and pine plantations in
sheltered but sunny areas. They are easy pickings
for harvesters early in the morning or at
night when cooler temperatures prevent them
from flying off. The adults do not feed and rely on
fatty reserves in the abdomen. No data exists on
the resource size, preferred habitat of nymphs
and adults, food plants or the life cycle which
would be useful for determining sustainable use.
My research is funded through the NRF Northern
Flagship Institute.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

Wits University

Yebo Gogga Yebo AmaBlomo Exhibition To

Run from 4 ™ -8" October at the Life Sciences
Museum, School of Animal Plant & Environ-

mental Sciences.

By C. M. Crump

For the third year in a row, the five day interactive
insect, plant and animal exhibition “Yebo Gogga
Yebo AmaBlomo” will be held at the Life Sciences
Museum and areas of the Oppenheimer Life
Sciences Building from Wednesday 4™ October to
Sunday 8" October 2006. From small beginnings

it has become a truly integrated community
outreach project that satisfies many of the
requirements of an ideal engagement scenario.

The project provides a service to the community
by addressing shortfalls in teaching biology at
schools by means of providing live animals and
plants which form an interactive framework round
a theme and thus an educational situation for
learners that is not encountered in the classroom.
Junior and Senior workbooks will be made
available at the exhibition and may also be
downloaded towards the end of September from
our web site at
hhtp://hermes.wits.ac.za/www/Events/YeboGogga
/

The project is also integrated within our teaching.
Last year the topic “Service Learning in Biology
“was offered to second year students in the
School of Animal, Plant and Environmental
Sciences. Students who participated in the
exhibition found the experience broadening and
stimulating as well as increasing their awareness
of social responsibility.

This year’s theme will be medical. There will be a
very exciting range of exhibits including a vast
array of plants, insects and animals that harm or
heal to minerals used in medicine.



This free outreach interactive exhibition run by the
staff of the Life Sciences Museum would not be
possible without great teamwork, volunteerism
and partnerships within the university such as the
Biological Society and with outside societies,
NGO'’s and governmental institutions.

Numbers of people attending the exhibition have
grown to over 8000 with over 26 schools booking
a place in 2005.

Rhodes marine programme reaches out to
young learners.
By Francesca Porri (f.porri@ru.ac.za)

The Coastal
Research  Group
from the Zoology
and Entomology
Department at
Rhodes  Univer-
sity, in collabor-
ation with the
Education Depart-
ment (RU), Walter
Sisulu  University
and SAIAB (South
African Institute
for Aquatic biodiversity) has developed learning
material and run series of workshops for teachers
and pupils. This programme intends to diffuse
awareness of biodiversity and conservation of
intertidal organisms amongst students of
previously disadvantaged schools in selected
coastal schools from the Eastern Cape.

Three posters form the central structure of these
workshops. Poster one focused on an Eastern
Cape rocky shore food web and highlights the
crucial role of man in maintaining diversity on
rocky shores. Poster two illustrates the life cycle
of the most exploited shellfish on the Eastern
Cape shores. The main message is that shellfish
is subject to losses and few larvae/juveniles come
back to the shores. Losses are due to wave
action, predation and the lack of suitable substrate
to attach onto once larvae are ready to settle back
on the rocks. Again, the role of man is underlined
in terms of the effect of uncontrolled collection of
adult shellfish that leads to empty patches of
rocks. Poster three illustrates how the equilibrium
of rocky shore food web is being broken due to
over-collection of shellfish. In this poster we briefly
mention the recommendations that Government
has made for shellfish collection and we list a few
hints on how collection of shellfish can be made
sustainable.

Activities associated range from specimen
identification; look at the effects of over-
exploitation through a “tin game”; clarify external

fertilization using abalone shells “spawning baby
powder”; specimen drawing and microscopes
techniques. The response from both teachers and
pupils has been very positive. Mostly, this success
is due to the combination of poster material,
explained in English and Xhosa, and activities
relative to the posters: with theory and practice
coming together to reinforce the basic concepts of
biology, conservation and sustainable use of
marine resources.

ZSSA CONFERENCE UPDATE

The 33rd Meeting of the Zoological Society of
Southern Africa: July 8-11, 2007

The sixth extinction - conserving zoological
biodiversity

North-West  University, Potchefstroom, South
Africa

http://www.natural-events.com/ZSSA

The Zoological Society of Southern Africa, Local
Organising Committee at North-West University
and Natural Events cordially invite Zoologists, in
their professional, management and training
capacities to the 33" Meeting of the Zoological
Society of Southern Africa. This meeting will be
held at the North-West University in
Potchefstroom, Gauteng Province, South Africa,
from 8-11 July 2007.

The 21% Annual Conference of the Society for
Conservation Biology (1 — 5 July) that will be held
prior to this meeting, focuses on forging
partnerships to conserve the world’s biodiversity.
The Zoological Society Meeting will further this
goal through additional information transfer,
establishment of broader network channels, and
furthering relations with the international
community.

Proposals for symposia sessions are invited from
all parties in order to fully address the chosen
theme: The sixth extinction —conserving zoological
biodiversity.

NOTICE BOARD

Conferences

24-27 November 2006 . 8" Conference of the
Herpetological Association of South Africa, North-
West University. Submission deadline 10
September, but late-comers will be considered.
Contact Louis du Preez (drklhdp@puk.ac.za or
+27 82 4555 275)

1-7 July 2007 . Society for Conservation Biology,
Mandela Metropol University. Visit




www.conbio.org/2007. Contact Margot Collett at
2007@conbio.org, or tel: 041 5044278, fax: 041
5042946

15-20 July 2007 . World Congress of Malacology,
Antwerp, Belgium. Contact
cm@naturalsciences.be for details, or visit
http://www.ucd.ie/zoology/unitas/

15-19 July 2007. International Congress
Prosimians, Ithala Game Reserve, KZN. Visit
http://prosimians2007.net for more details, or
contact Judith Masters at
info@prosimians2007.net.

6-9 August 2007. 11" International Congress of
Invertebrate Reproduction and Development,
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Panama.
Visit www.isird.org

12-18 August 2007 . 9" International Polychaete
Conference, Portland, Maine, USA. Visit
www.dmc.maine.edu/worms.htmi

27 October - 1 November 2008 . IV Silicon in
Agriculture Conference, Wild Coast, KwaZulu
Natal, South Africa. Contact: Mark Laing,
Laing@ukzn.ac.za Website: to be advised.

Bursaries

Percy FitzPatrick Institute. Undergraduate final
year (R8000), Honours (R12000), MSc (by
coursework or dissertation, R40000/yr) and PhD
(R50000/yr). Contact Morné du Plessis at
fitz@botzoo.ac.za, or visit
www.fitzpatrick.uct.ac.za.




